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The change of seasons reminds me that we’d better not put off assembling a
newsletter before the next change. There’s a lot going on in the North Woods
and we want to become more timely in passing on that information to you. This
summer has seen visitors from all over this great country coming to the Gogebic
Range to try to locate that elusive ancestor on their pedigree chart by verifying
that their great grandma, grandpa, great uncle, or such did in fact settle in this
area in the early 1900s or perhaps was a pioneer who settled here in the late 19th
Century.
---------------- ---------------Gogebic Range Pioneer Families—Was your family living on the Gogebic Range
before January 1, 1900? If so, we invite you to join our exclusive group of Gogebic
Range pioneer families by providing documented proof of each generation back to
the ancestor who was in the Gogebic Range before January 1, 1900. A fee of $10
for members and $15 for non-members is due with the application. Each
submitted and approved Gogebic Range Pioneer Family submission will receive a
certificate.
Websites of Interest
http://genealogy.about.com/ A site that gives you about everything you ever
wanted to know about everything.
http://ourtimelines.com/ Want to know what was happening in the world when
you or your ancestors were born or at anytime during their lives—Check this out.
http://www.forensicgenealogy.info Learn what forensic genealogy is and how it
can be useful in your search.
__________________________________________________________________
Seventy-two years ago the 1940 census was conducted. I checked familysearch to
determine the progress of the release of the various state images and indexes.
Familysearch has a U.S. map you can click on to determine the percentage of the

state that has been indexed. Wisconsin stands at 80% and Michigan 55%. I didn’t
try the index but did check out several censuses for our area.
Looking for PFC Kenneth A. Morrison’s family
We received an e-mail in May from Ellen Zimmerman, Pres. Aux, Post 296 ,
American Legion, Deep River, Iowa. She indicated Their Legion Post, Morrison
Schrader Post 296, is named after Kenneth A. Morrison, who is buried in Hillcrest
Cemetery, Bessemer, MI. Recent renovations to the Legion Post have sparked
interest in Morrison’s history.
PFC Morrison was killed in action June 22, D-Day plus 16. He was buried in a US
military cemetery at Ste Mere Eglise near Cherbourg and later his remains were
returned to Bessemer in 1949. He was born in Deep River, Iowa and then moved
to Bessemer, but returned to Deep River after his mother’s death. Post 296 is
trying to determine if there are any military rites or observances in his honor. The
GRGS and the Bessemer Area Hist. Soc. could find no such observances.
If you have any remembrances of Kenneth Morrison, please contact us. We’ll
make sure the word gets to Post 296.
Eliza Bagster’s 1849 Voyage Continues
Sept. 15, 1849—Still and calm. We have not moved for 24 hours. The steward got
a small piece of fish for me to taste. I like it very much, but rather dry. The heat
still very great. Some Irish stew for dinner. The wind rose very much all day.
Towards nine, a heavy gale came on. We were in a little danger, as it was so
sudden, but I did not feel afraid.
Sept. 16—A beautiful day, the wind and sea in our favour. Just at dark, the wind
rose. It blew a complete gale. It began to rain, not as we have it, but in buckets at
a time. All the sails taken in. Could hardly sit, and could not walk. Did not get in
my berth for fear of being thrown our, so got my bed on the ground, but could not
sleep. The second mate said it blew young monkey. I asked him to catch one for
me, but he said they ran off too fast.
Sept. 17—The wind still contrary—If in our favor, we should be in on Thursday. A
head sea. Felt very ill, more than I have done all the way. Not sea sick. Could not
do anything. The weather still against us. Schooner came alongside. She was
fishing, and had about 370 kegs of cod. They had been out about 9 weeks. She
was bound for Boston.

Sept. 18—The day beautiful, but still a head sea. If it does not change, we shall
not be in this week. Feel better. Got out my flannel and also marked my
stockings.
Sept 19—The wind is so a head, that we cannot get in this week. Cannot work for
the motion of the vessel. You may call being on board a ship perpetual motion.
The seas became calmer toward night.
Thus ends the journal. You can be assured Eliza Bagster made it to this country,
as we find documents revealing she was living in Chicago at the age of eighty.
We again thank John Burns for loaning the journal to us.

You are cordially invited to attend the first annual commencement of the
Ironwood High School at Nelson’s Hall, Thursday evening, June 26th at eight
o’clock.
Class of 1890
James Sullivan
Mercy M. Bennett,
Robert J. Bassett
Charles Walker
Maria Sullivan
Program
Prayer
Male Quartet—The Arrons
Oration—“Looking Forward”—James Sullivan

Recitation—“The Pilot’s Story”—Mercy M. Bennett
Solo—Selected—Miss Hearding
Oration—“General Sherman”—Robert J. Bassett
Declamation—“Battle of Gettysburg”—Charles S. Walker
Solo—Selected—Miss Hearding
Prophecy—Maria Sullivan
Conferring diplomas
Benediction
The Civil War’s continuing impact on society is apparent, as two of the readings
concern that War. There were no Civil War battles fought in this area, although
we do know that at least 45 Civil War veterans settled and later died in Ironwood.
Perhaps one of you descended from one of the veterans. If so, let us know.
Would you like to help the Gogebic Range Gen. Soc.? We certainly could use it in
areas ranging from programs to newsletters. The GRGS formed a bit over a
decade ago and our self-assessment is that we’ve been pretty successful in
helping thousands through the years. One of our strong points is the
gogebicroots website. There aren’t many gen. societies around that have the
help features the site has. I don’t know of any with the obit data base we have.
As you are aware if you are reading this newsletter on gogebicroots, the data base
contains names, dates of death, and dates obits were published in local
newspapers. We charge a nominal fee of $2 per obit request. That amount
barely covers expenses.
While the website has been successful in recruiting members around the country,
we fall short in recruiting members locally. Many of the folks who we try to reach
on the Gogebic Range don’t use computers. That’s where programs come in.
They create awareness. If you have ideas about programs or would be interested
in presenting a program, we’d appreciate a call.
If you haven’t become a member, please consider joining us for $12 per individual
or $18 per family. Your participation would help us in many ways. The fee will
help us meet recurring expenses and your ideas could be the difference in the
GRGS moving forward or stagnating.
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Do you know Miss leksell?
This photo was on a glass negative at the Ironwood Area Hist. Soc. About the time of the
photo, the 1921 Ironwood Directory listed the Leksell Jewelry Store at 232 E. McLeod St. Also
listed were Daniel Leksell, 243 S. Curry St., city employee, and Olaf Leksell, 108 S. Mansfield St.,
Jeweler. In the 1938 Directory, Daniel and Anna were at 243 S. Curry and Ole and Cary at 108,
S. Mansfield. Both men were retired.
Until the next newsletter, which I promise will be more timely, we wish you a wonderful
summer and happy searching.

Gary Harrington

