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Father's Journey 
to a Better Life 
By Eddie Sandene 

 
REMEMBER 

WHEN? 
Eddie and Joe 

WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING? 

 
Seventy-Five Years Ago: 

April 1928 
 

Fifty Years Ago: 
April 1953 

 

WHAT’S 
HAPPENING 

NOW? 

  
Membership dues are based on a calendar year starting 
with the date of enrollment. The expiration date of your 
membership is shown on your membership card. If 
renewal of the dues is not received by the expiration 
date a reminder is sent.  The reason for this is twofold. 
First and foremost we value your membership and hope 
you continue to support us. Secondly, our Bylaws state 
that a member in arrears 30 days after the anniversary 
date shall be removed from the rolls.  Please keep in 
mind that one reminder only is required in this same 
section of the Bylaws and is sent in hopes that your 
membership continues without a lapse. If any member 
has a question regarding this please feel free to contact 
us. 
Thanks for your continued support. 
 

                                               
 
 

 

http://www.gogebicroots.com/
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Father's Journey to a Better Life 
By Eddie Sandene 

 
Father was born in Kuru, Hamé, Finland on March 9, 1877. His parents, Johan 
Ferdinand Sandén and Malvina Mickelsdotter Hankuri had 8 children but father was 
the only one that emigrated to America.  His Grandfather, Johan Jacob Sandén had 
been a Lukkari for the church in Kuru. This was not an ordained position but was 
considered a relatively important position in the church at that time, second to the 
Priest. The duties included the Parish clerical and bell ringing duties.  In the mid 
1800's his Great Grandfather , Jacob Johan  was listed on the church records as an 
Lb.b, which meant that he was a landowner. In 1793 when Jacob Johan was born his 
father Matts Sandén is listed on these same records as nybygg which means settler. 
I suppose he settled the property and Jacob was then listed as the owner. 

 

 
 

Father married Maria Ahola on December 28, 1903 and they had one son, Verner 
Edvard, born on August 13, 1904. They chose to immigrate to America and did so in 
1911. I have a picture postcard showing the ship "Polaris" which is what they sailed 
on from Finland to England. It was sent to his brother-in-law, Taavetti  Ahola, in 
Aurora Location in Ironwood. (He was known as David Aho here). Father writes, in 
Finnish of course, that he will be leaving from Hanko on March 27 and will be coming 
directly to Ironwood. The card is postmarked in Ironwood on April 3, 1911 so he 
mailed it some time prior to leaving.  
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The Polaris was 
"appropriated" by the 
Russian Government in 
1914 and the name was 
changed to the S/S 
Kretchet. In the latter 
part of 1941 she was in 
the Harbor at Hong 
Kong. She was sunk 
during a Japanese air 
raid on December 25 
when Japan was 
invading Hong Kong. 
Remember Pearl 
Harbor?  
 
He sailed on the Ivernia 

e landed in Boston, instead of Quebec like Mother had. From there he apparently 

e did some farming and also worked in the woods like so many Finns did. I recall a 

from England to 
America. The 
Ivernia was 528 
feet long with a 
64.9 ft. beam. She 
was built in 
Newcastle, England 
in 1900 and the 
owner was Cunard 
Steam Ships Co. 
LTD. The port of 
Registry was 
Liverpool. The 
Ivernia was sunk in 
1917 while 
carrying troops, by 
a German Uboat. 
 
H
traveled by rail directly to Ironwood. He bought forty acres near Black River road, on 
the road to what is now Powderhorn Mountain. The house that is on the property is 
still in use and has been since he sold it to move to what was our home in North 
Bessemer. 
 
H
story about a couple of experiences he had while hauling cordwood along what is 
now Black River road. At this time it was only a woods road leading toward the 
Harbor. One experience was late on a winter day when he was returning home with 
his team of horses and a sleigh loaded with cordwood. He could hear a pack of 
wolves howling and soon they appeared on the road behind him. He said they 
followed at a distance until he got near to their farmhouse at which time they 
decided to go elsewhere. Another time he saw a young deer floundering in the snow 
and he skied over to it. He touched it lightly with a ski tip and the deer died on the 
spot. It was apparently weak and easily overcome because I know that he would not 
have done anything to cause this. He never even deer hunted as far as I know. 
Another story was told to me by a neighbor who also worked in the woods. He told 
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me that  while skidding tie cuts which were used in the  mine Father would  bundle 
up as much as the horse could  pull and then he would carry a couple on his 
shoulders. He would always end up with a bigger pile at the end of the day than the 
others. 
 
His wife Maria died on July 13, 1927 at the age of 41. He remained single until he 

o be continued) 

married my mother on February 3, 1929. He then sold his property near the 
Powderhorn Mountain ski area and moved to North Bessemer where mother lived. He 
started a new life and family, which is the story of my beginning. This will be another 
story describing what it was like to grow up in a Finnish community with Finnish as 
my first language,  
 
(T

 
 
REMEMBER WHEN? 

onwood had 3 movie theaters, the Ironwood Theater, the Rex and Morgan 

hat did we watch? 

Roy Rogers, Ken Maynard, the 

ovies were cheap (25 cents for 

ese ads were from an April, 

 
Ir

theaters, Hurley had 
the Range Theater.  
There was the 
Bessemer Rex, the 
Ramsey Rex and 
Wakefield Strand 
theaters. 
 
W
There was Gene Autry, 

Cisco Kid, the Durango Kid, and 
the Lone Ranger. 
 
M
adults and 10 cents for kids) as 
was the popcorn. 
 
Th
1928 issue of the Ironwood Daily 
Globe. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If YOU have a suggestion for “Remember When”, send Joe 
an email at grampa@thecarlsonclan.com.  We’ll put it in our 
next issue! 
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WHAT WAS HAPPENING ON THE RANGE? 

PRIL 19281 
m from the April 3, Daily Globe:   

DAY

 
A

• Here’s an ite
4 YEAR OLD BOY FEELS URGE TO TRAVEL MON  

 is strongest in 

little “kiddie car” he set out to see strange places and things, 

rter, crossing watchman on Suffolk street, first noticed Leighton as he 

• il 2, twenty-six students received diplomas at the exercises which were 

• ne of the proprietors of the 

 
The court heard evidence against the owners of the Hakala and Katalus 

 

Spring is the time of the year when the urge of the wanderlust
the heart of man, so when the call of the open road came to Leighton, 4 year 
old son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jacisin, 203 Balsam street, Monday morning, he 
answered it. 
Mounting his 
while his mother thought he was simply going to play in the vicinity of the 
home. 
“Bill” Ca
came piloting his vehicle across the tracks from the north side.  A police 
officer took the little wanderer in tow and brought him to the police station, 
where, by dint of much questioning his identity was finally learned and he was 
taken home to his mother, who had started searching the neighborhood for 
him.2 
On Apr
held at the Anvil School last Friday night.  The exercises were attended by a 
large audience.  The class is now ready to take the final test which is given to 
those who desire to become American citizens. 
The Ironwood police arrested Albert Martin, o
Sandwich Shop at 213 E. McLeod for “…violating probation terms as a result 
of a visit made by a city and a county officer last Saturday night.  The officers 
seized a bottle of wine and a small quantity of moonshine, they reported.” 

poolroom on Suffolk Street and against poolrooms and soft drink parlors in 
Wakefield owned by Lawrence Viviano and Nelson E. Morris. 

 
 

 
 

The Palace Hall was on Pewabic Street in Ironwood. 

                                                 
1 Ironwood Daily Globe 
2 On April 6, 1928, a few days after Leighton’s excursion, a three-day snowstorm dumped 24 inches on 
Ironwood, breaking the record.   
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The St. James was on Suffolk Street in Ironwood.  It still exists as 
Taconelli’s Towne House.  It was a “premier” establishment and has 
a long history dating back to the late 1800’s.  The name, “St. James” 
was drawn from a hat. 
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William Walter’s store was on Sunday Lake Street in Wakefield.  
He lived in Hurley at 58 Maple Street along with his wife and 
Joseph and Gust.  All three Walter men were butchers.   Martha 
Walter was a teacher. 
 
Elmer Hanson lived on Harrison Street.    Apparently he owned 
an adjoining grocery store. 
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JANUARY 19533 
 
Who remembers these places? 

  
Joe Spehar had two daughters.  Their place was on South Davis Road 
at the intersection of the Mosinee Grade Road.  Who remembers 
Pete’s Bar? 
 

 

 
 
The Van Buskirk Co-op was at the intersection of U.S. 51 and Van 
Buskirk Road about 8 miles south of Hurley.  Later, it became “Mad 
Man Joe’s” trading post and in the early 1990’s, the Cuyuga Wreath 
Factory.  Nothing is known about Dawson’s Food Market. 

                                                 
3 ibid 
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And I couldn’t resist this one --- My family owned the store.  It was moved 
in 1947 to the corner of Mill and Pine.  In early 1960, it moved downtown. 
---Joe Carlson 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW? 

 
There are over 1,000 active and guest members from all over the 
world in our database. 
A membership report of our active, dues-paying membership by State 
and Country and got these results: There are 27 States and Canada 
represented in our membership. The majority comes from Michigan 
and Wisconsin with Illinois a close third. The rest of our members 
range from one to seven per state with several from Canada. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Officers are 

Gary Harrington, President 
Diane Egan, Vice President 

Pam Bretall, Secretary 
Eddie Sandene, Treasurer 

 
Our meetings are held at the Bessemer Library on the 2nd Saturday of the 

month from 10 am to noon 
Everyone is invited to attend.   

If you are from out-of-town, please stop and visit us. 
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